
Tansi (Hello/Good Day), 
 

My name is Ntawnis Piapot and I am Nehiyaw Iskwew (Cree Woman) from the Piapot 
Cree Nation in Treaty 4 Territory. I am pursuing my Master’s degree in journalism from the 
University of Regina. I was informed by my professor that I am currently the only Indigenous 
student enrolled in the entire school of journalism. In an era of reconciliation, being the lone 
Indigenous student walking the halls of my school has brought about some difficult 
conversations about race, reconciliation, and social justice - especially after the recent not 
guilty verdict of Gerald Stanley.  

A few weeks ago I was in an editing suite, and was not visible to anyone until you 
walked by the door. I overheard two non-Indigenous journalism students seemingly mocking 
an Indigenous man from North Central Regina whom they did a story on. They said, “It was 
so North Central it made me sick.” When they went past my editing suite and I heard smirks 
and they walked away very quickly.  

Being Indigenous and being from North Central (a neighbourhood once deemed 
Canada’s Worst by Macleans Magazine) and hearing those insensitive comments by future 
journalists - made me feel as if where I come from is a punchline to a joke that I am not in 
on. It brought up feelings of marginalization that I’ve dealt with since I was a young girl, 
where I would get called a “squaw” by complete strangers while on my way to elementary 
school. Hearing these comments were especially concerning because in my opinion, 
journalists (like health practitioners and police or RCMP officers) should be held to a high 
degree. These two young women will be in newsrooms in the next year or so and will be 
able to help shape public opinion in one way or another with the stories they write. So after 
consulting with fellow Indigenous students in other programs and my elder, I decided to bring 
my concerns up to the faculty.  

My professors emailed me after they were made aware of a Facebook post I shared 
about the incident. I let them know how the incident made me feel and what steps I felt 
should be taken, as I believe in university settings - social justice should be student led. I 
mentioned I would like a talking circle to be held so we could all have a say as to what 
happened in a safe environment for all parties involved. It was important for me that these 
two young women weren’t simply taken into a back room and scolded, or worse - given a 
slap on the wrist and everything be swept under the rug.  

 While planning the elder’s visit - the Colten Boushie murder verdict was handed 
down, and soon after - the Tina Fontaine verdict followed. My heart was broken. I attended 
the rallies. I covered the Boushie story for VICE News and spoke on CTV National News 
about my experience being an Indigenous journalist reporting on issues that hit close to 
home. But these two verdicts made me all the more determined to leave a good mark on my 
journalism school for further Indigenous and/or marginalized students who want to attend 
this program in the future: one of them being my very own 18 year old brother.  

Along with my professors we arranged for an elder to come and share some of his 
knowledge to the school as a whole. In this era of “reconciliation” I feel it is important to have 
these difficult conversations out in the open in a culturally safe environment - considering the 
University of Regina’s School of Journalism is situated on Treaty 4 Territory.  

But that’s not enough. I was asked to do one of my Journalists For Human Rights 
presentations on Indigenous Representation in the media. I previously did six of these 
presentations in the fall in major newsrooms in Saskatoon and Prince Albert. While doing 



these presentations, I did my own personal survey to see how many of the journalists had 
previous Indigenous history classes classes. Out of the six newsrooms (averaging eight to 
16 or so journalists) there was only one Indigenous journalist, and only five or so had taken 
an Indigenous studies courses or attended an “elective noon-hour” workshop. This was 
shocking to me - as a Truth and Reconciliation Media Call to Action was to have journalism 
schools implement mandatory Indigenous history into their programs. 

So I will be giving the JHR workshop to the J-School as a whole before the end of the 
semester and then will be doing it all over again during orientation week in the fall. During 
the Tina Fontaine and Colten Boushie murder trials, the Indigenous community read 
headlines in the media portray Fontaine as a drug abuser and Boushie an alleged thief. This 
caused Indigenous people to feel as if these two young murder victims were on trial in the 
media for their own deaths. Having mandatory Indigenous history classes for all 
undergraduate degrees is vital, especially for journalism degrees, because as these two 
cases prove: historical context is needed when reporting on Indigenous issues.  

Still, dealing with social justice issues shouldn't always fall in the laps of the lone 
marginalized or person of colour to initiate and do the leg work to reconcile these 
deep-rooted often systemic issues. I personally feel that real “reconciliation” starts when 
Indigenous people leave the room and allies start holding each other accountable. That 
includes not perpetuating stereotypes through “jokes” about minorities or constantly “playing 
devil’s advocate” towards marginalized students in university settings. It is also about holding 
family members and co-workers accountable when they are at the very least - being 
insensitive and at worst - being racist, sexist, classist, or ageist. That is what social justice 
looks like to me in this day and age.  

 
Hiy-Hiy (thank you) for your time and consideration. I look forward to talking to you 

more about my qualifications.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ntawnis Piapot, BA (Journalism)  
Master’s Candidate (Journalism) 2018  


